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What is RDA?  
• New cataloging standard to replace AACR2: 

Resource Description and Access 

• Goals: 
• Based on the conceptual models of FRBR and 

FRAD to help catalog users find information 
they need more easily 

• Flexible framework for content description of 
digital resources (and serves the needs of 
libraries organizing traditional resources) 

• Brings library data syntax more into 
mainstream resource description 



U.S. RDA Test Result  

• Library of Congress has 
determined it will be an accepted 
standard 



MARC Changes: Bibliographic 
New MARC Bibliographic fields for work and expression 

attributes: 
040 – Subfield e to denote RDA record  

046 - Special Coded Dates (new subfields only) 

336 - Content Type (R) 

337 - Media Type (R) 

338 - Carrier Type (R) 

380 - Form of Work (R) 

381 - Other Distinguishing Characteristics of Work or Expression (R) 

382 - Medium of Performance (R) 

383 - Numeric Designation of a Musical Work (R) 

384 - Key (NR) 

Abbreviations (ill, Dept., ed.) are to be spelled out 



Innovative Catalogs Work with RDA 

• Accepting the new fields 
– Load Table adjustments 

 

• Validate RDA data 
– In Millennium: MARC Validity Tables 

 

• Displaying RDA data 
– In WebPAC: webpub.def, briefcit.html, bib_display.html 

– In Encore: Encore Services replicates changes to WebPAC displays 
 

• Indexing 
– Local decision: Index the new fields or not? 

– Innovative does not recommend indexing the fields 

– CMICH: Indexed 655 Genre (separate index tag) 
 

• Supporting future development of RDA standards 
 

RDA Service Commitment 
on CSDirect – Free Service 



RDA: Bibliographic Record Samples 



RDA: WebPAC Sample 



MARC Changes: Authority 
New MARC Authority fields or fields with new subfields 

for RDA elements: 
046 – Special coded dates 

336 – Content type 

370 – Associated Place 

371 - Address 

372 – Field of Activity 

373 - Affiliation 

374 - Occupation 

375 - Gender 

376- Family information 

377 – Associated Language 
 

MARC 21 encoding to accommodate RDA elements 

http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rdatraining2.html  

380 – Form of Work 
381 – Other distinguishing characteristic of 
           work or expression 
382 – Medium of performance 
383 – Numeric designation of a music work 
384 – Key 
 
7xx – 2nd Indicator “4” 

http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rdatraining2.html


RDA: Authority Record Sample 



What about Encore? Sierra? 

• Encore will continue to develop 
(Currently, same as options as WebPAC) 
 

• Millennium & Sierra both support RDA 
(Load, Validate, Index & Display data) 
 

• New client = new opportunities 
(Good time for feedback) 
 
What are your support needs for RDA? 
 



RDA: 
     Where to find more info? 

• RDA Toolkit 
http://www.rdatoolkit.org/ 
 

• LoC RDA Webcasts (RealPlayer) 
http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-
future/rda/trainthetrainer.html 
 

• CSDirect RDA FAQ 
http://csdirect.iii.com/documentation/rda.shtml 
 

 CSDirect RDA Service Commitment 
http://csdirect.iii.com/support/servcomm_form.php?id=464 
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For more information: 

 

Ken Wells 

Product Manager 

510.655.6200 x 2410 

kwells@iii.com  

mailto:kwells@iii.com


THANK YOU! 


